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ADVERTISEMENT. 


The Plates belonging to Tais Tract are, 
. Chart of the Cxacos ARCUIPELAGO with Lieutenant Blair's Tracks. 
2. * che IsLaxy and Hax Bous of Cuacos or Diego Garcia, with 


3. Plan of the Twanry = ous. IotaxDs, named Peros Banhes by 


And o The ELzven IsLaxps called by. him Governor Boddan's | 


Iſlands. 


4. Views of the Various Iſlands, 


* 


There LEY two Chart on | fr Saale, boch by 5 
Lieutenant Blair, in which the Hands, named by him 
Peros Banhos, are differently expreſſed, and having in the 
Chart Pl. 1. followed that on the ſmall Scale, I have 


thought it expedient to publiſh a ſeperate Plan, in Pl. 3, 


being an Extenſion of Lieutenant Blair's Chart on the | 


larger Scale. The other Plan, in Plate 3. was taken 


from a Particular Plan, given by Lieutenant Blair i Ez. 


Com 02 


nent on His Chart. 


It 


—"——o__ rfrk kr! 


11 may be proper Yo! take Notice, that Lientenant Blair 
in a letter informs me, in the Survey of the Harbour of 
Diego-Garcia, the diſtances of the principal points were 


„ aſcertained by baſes taken on ſhoar, the angles with 


« a Sextant, no regard being paid to the Magnet, which 
e was found to be much affected, at ſeveral parts of the 
« Jand, pafticularly where there was much Coral Rock, * 


_ «© ſometimes a difference of 35 The. Meridian was ſtruck 


« 


* 


at Flag-flaff Point by meaſuring the Angle of © when 
ſetting, from oppoſite. Paint and applying the Ampli- 


«4 


„ tude to it: The Latitude by Obſervations, © both on 


&« board at the Mouth of the Harbour, and on ſhoar i 
e by double Altitudes with a Sextant for the back 
40 Obſervation, Wien never differed. more than 1. 


— 


* 


. poſſibly may appear 8 ar there are 


„ not more Obſervations of the Eclipſes of Jupiter” * 


Satellites, but the weather is exceedingly cloudy at 


925 Diego . * frequently e me”; 


I doubt not Liewteraarit Blair will on "MPa DF IU 
give The Publick O 1 of acknowledgi deins 5 his 
Merit. 5 


— ö 5 = NY i 3 RAE. | N 3 95 : : | f 8 8 | 
zth Tidy 1 on „ 5 
e 7 | | ” aus E. n 
8 r 9 


a, Perhaps what 1 is here called Coral Rock may de che Volcanic _ | 
e denominated Troxbound Coat. 2 | | 


— 


* 


1 


iſt January, 1788. 


er 
8 1 


Ox N 70 May I 78 6, Lieut, Archibald 1 Blair was. in- 


ſtructed, by Capt. Jahn Conrad Sartorius, to ſet out next 


morning on a Survey of the Harbour, at Cyacos ISL Ax 


or Diego Garcia, The Obje&ts particularly recommended 


to his Examination : E Whether chere are any other 
difficulties, or dangers, in enterin 8 the Harbour, by the prin- ; 
cipal Eutrance, between White- Beach, or Midde, Iland, and 


Red. Beach, or 2 , | hand, chan what were obſerved on che 


27th April; when Capt. Robinſon entered it with the reſt of 


the Ships. zd, Whether the Paſſage, between Black- 


Beach, or Eaf Hand, and White-Beach Iſland, mi ight be 
attempted by 2 Ship of any ſize: at the ſame time to 


make his Obſe rvation 8, which mil be the beſt ſeaſon for 
Ships to come in and go out of the Harbour ? or whether 


they can do this, during the whole year; with, or without 


any -Aifiuly; : and if with difficulty ? wherein that 


„5 5 difficulty 


—— 


e Wo : dy 
Geulty eflentally conſiſted ? th To. uni the 
true diſtance reſpectively of the three and, hin g 

8 in the Mouth of the Harbour; : and then the diſtance 
of the two extreme Hands from the Eaft and Wit 
: Points of CHAaGos or Diego-Garcia. _ 4th, Mithin the 
Harbour, to examine particularly ſuch parts of it, where f 
He might think Ships could lye with ſafety; ſuppoſing | 
thera not to come up ſo high, as where the Ships then 
lay, off Flag-Stafſ-Point. 5th, To: form as exact a Draught. 
of the Infide of the Harbour, and its principal parts, as the 
- | ſhortneſs of the Tune would admit; it being calculated 


this Time could not be leſs than fixteen days. 6th, For- 
facilitating the more articular SURVEY of the Isr AND- 


afterwards, He was to leave a diſtin guiſhing mark, on all 
the principal Points, which ſhould terminate His an les, 
| or form Stations, to enable thoſe Points to be bound 


. r any future time. 5 


This Introduction was neceſſary to Lieutenant Blair's | 
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VV—ͤ0l 
From D to o E the Channel | Is FRATY and appears quite 


clear of Shoals; ſeveral parts of the Land abreaſt are ten 
Feet perpendicular height, above high. water mark ; this 


ſeems to have been occaſioued by a high ſurf, or violent 


winds, as thoſe parts are entirely ſand, except an appear- 


ance of ſoil near the ſurface. 1 could not find water here 


— 


after digging a fathom deep. — 
The tract 1 Habe been 


ground - Servioe; and no Ship ought to come here without 


a chain to one of her anchors, as it may be neceſſary, in 
mſtances, to anchor in roch, which would 
ruin any cable in a very ſhort time. Six or ſeven fathoms 
ol chain bent to the anchor, and the cable to it, would 
ceeffectually preſerve i it from damage; This would not impede 


3 o 15 
a \ Y - © I 
4 4 5 . 8 
1 + - * WW 
- N * 


the Progreſs of he 
holes, if a hawſer, 
vere bent to the an- 


v ving ww much, nor 5s the hawſe 


would bring 8 


* * * 1150 


anchor h igh er enou gh fo for c cattin 1g. 


of 5 F Fathoms effectually ſecure 
| while ſhe lay at } + 1 7 QA 23 4 1 


iss the Channel. ; eCVY COLL Eaft. und and Eaft 
Pain, I found the Soundings very irreg 


* 
"85-14; db & 4 
of TY 1 * .* 
. 
1 


Se deſefiting we Tere in a ſand, ” 
our . were Allo nes fan, but there is no 

F A of coral rocks, or rather 
£ coral * "which makes it allies to have always good 


ft igth with the chain, 
chor „With 40 8. to b che inner end 
ſtopped to the cable. When the clinch of the cable is 
hove up to the hawſe, a fore-tackle hooked to the os + 


1 Of of coral rocks make it neceſſary to ry A hat, © One | 
rally ſecured A COS: cable 


„ and enti icely 
wle, 


WP. 


a beteten . che F err the al 17 5 which 


are numerous and cloſe together, it is probable there may 
be /e/s water, by 0 feet, than I have put down in the 
Draught, as it is impoſſible to be certain the lead fell on 


thoſe parts of the rocks which were higheſt ; a high ſwell, 


freſh winds, an indifferent Boat, and the little time to 


perform the whole, have put it out of my power to be ſo 


particular as I could have wiſhed. ' I can with ſafety ſay 
that it is impoſſible for a Ship of ſize to enter the HAnBOUR 


by this Channel; It would be dany LO. even Foy a « op | 


of War to attempt. * 


The Channel, between E2¹ and Middle Nandi, i is narrow, 


but of a good depth, but it ſeems entirely ſhut up within, 
- ; which extend from the latter to the former; 
| It may be poſſible for a ſmall Veſſel to go throu gh this 


paſſage; but, on a more minute ſurvey, I dare ſay it will 
be found, impracticable for a Ship of moderate ſize. 


The main Channel, which is between N ddle and We ft 


iſlands, is broad and clear of every dan ger, but what may 


be ſeen from a Ship's maſt head. A ſtranger might come 
in without danger, in a clear day, keeping a good look 
out; for the water is fo clear AS to diſcover every danger. 


Coming into the HAnBOUR during the SE winds, it 


is is proper to keep pretty cloſe to the Sand, which extends 
almoſt a mile weſtward of Middle Iſland, by this means 


| a Ship wall generally fetch into good anchoring ground 


(without tacking) which I have expreſſed by the 4 
. n Sz E of We v ou, but attention will be neceſſary 


not 


*** 


_— 
_ - > m— I” 


the Pies deer 1770 in the Vert- galant, but I & not know the ſize « of that a Fo ell 1 
His Plan deſcribes 41 ths. as the leaſt water he hald. 


> 


| . nants N 
. ; Diego Garcia „ er” : : 
| | . 2d. ne ns : N Bo 
Of Lieut. Blair's Obſervations, Concerning the Harbour 
5 at Cnacos IsL AND, there is no further Detail ſent to 
N England; we have therefore neither the Bearings nor his 
 Soundings;, except in the Plan, which does not in all 
CIFC umſtances preciſely agree with the fore ego 8 Remarks. | | 
. A 5 | | ; 55 * | ; 
| Fs on” 1 _ _MegTzoOROLOGICAL 
7 . 8 - by : . 
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MrrEO OL CoA JobunAH at at D re 8 RCIA, 1 
5 3 „ From 2 May to 3d of June, 1786, . 
| Medium "Heat in 1 Tent of tuo nometers. 
Day of | | 
INS the Month. 757 8 
May 7 — 
EE + Fine Weather. 
91 de Brit Gale: ris 8 | 
Bl B oo ee ; | | 
ws | ou W, 1 „„ 
a f * b 0 . Bo, Ha di 9 
15 Los ory! Showers at met. | 
16 | D Showers about Noon. | - d 8 5 
17 Li ght Winds, fair. wk * 5 1 S a 8 
rs ö | 84 Tight Wind and Calm . NI. 1 
. 19 Dam in the morning, Fair. ” | 
20 Very light Winds. e 
L De * 1 2 e | | - 
i 22 Moderate Breezes. . | 
23 Strong Winds, cloudy and han : | 
24 De Rain in the Evening. / : 
26 | D? Rain in dhe E ning. | 
— D Rain 3 P. M. and cloudy night. | | 
28] | De but fair, a little cloudy in the Evening. 5 . 
29 Cloudy, threatning Weather. 
30 Nan at Noon hard eee | 
EY e ee f 95 
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vations on the Winds, Wal int Crna Core ON 


* - £ , Y . . ne at 8 * e ee Hs 
5 . C een — — 5 P n — —— —— pt ar ers Sree bt os 1 ] > 5 — "Tos 
* * Mi ; 4 £ | f f N 5 
5 : = 
4 - 8 1 5 
5 TINES * | | s . 
t . I failed from Flag Sta Point, | 
| | ag. Or, 
: e : Experiment and 5. per, to examine 
4 % A F * 
| : 9 N * 8 f 2 7 4 9 ; 
4 * 1 . % * 


. f _ Hanzops, 1 flood 


and wore, with | \ 
ad gained e confiderably, w. ch appeared a Proof chat N 
. or 10 ee ; as Je | 


; at Big. „ 
thou 


ve 
148 


"© 
75 * 
- 


1 : 5 : 5 Experiment had not 4 ſpare Main- Sail to to bend, and the 
i only one, ſplit in the above ſquall, 


o 


4 


ow this time to the 12th 1 was buſy making a ſpare 
Main-Sail, the Wind was conſtantly from the SE Quarter, 
with ſome Intervals of | ou: carpet and derne ns | 


179 fqually and rain. ; N | 9 


From he I 3th to = 16th - Hehe was . 
e with 9 hard N 8 8 SE, and much | 


*M 8 AM the 18th the Weather eg a ſettled - 
Appearance, 1 again Sailed for the ſame Purpoſe; J found 
the SE Swell very. high, but the Wind was moderate, 
though ſufficiently ſtronę g for working, but the NJ Current 

was ſo exceſſively flrong;. that it was * eee 1 
could reach anchoring Ground that Ni Sht. 


5 The 19th. Squally rainy Weather again sen me 

from trying the Strength of the Current, which I had 
been reſolved to do with Caution. The threatening, 
appearance of the Weather, and the Improbability of being 
able to accompliſh the Service at this Seaſon, e me. 
to return and acquaint the Chief therewith. | 


To the end of July we had a continuation of Squally: 
rainy Weather, blowin g a hard Gale from che 
9 E. 

The Month of 3 had but few ſhort 3 of 


good Weather, generally freſh Gales from the 8 E, witty | 
Peri rainy Weather. 


th; French ils: e the 5 1 0 ths Mauritius '& 
the Commander informed me he Ma had very e 
FTW 


„„ uu 
; uon wehen, and tad . . "by" a van 


The 1 Capt. Jobs Th iin, who. arrived, the 
22d, allo was ſet by a Wy wy Current. | 


The es” which Was e Wie | uffered chat 
Misfortune, by being 5? to Weſtward of their” TIES 
at the time they ſtruck. 


From the Experience I 3 d, and from all the 
A I have TOR able to cali, the N Currents 
are conſtant, from the Middle of May, when the SE Winds 
begin to have force, until November, when their Force 
| bates, The Current then becomes, like the Wind, Vari 
. and, ſometimes ſetting after ly. 


From the iſt to the 12th dp ihe Weather was 
very cloudy, with exceſſive heavy rain, and frequent 
very hard Squalls from SSE: The Wind generally at 
SE, ſometimes varying as far as E and S. The middle 
of the Month the Wind was more moderate, generally 


from the ſame Quarter, varying as für 25 SSW and ©... 


The 26th, 27th and 28th, there were Ty hard Squalls 
from S, with heavy rains. = 


The agth and zoth variable light Wind from 8E to 
NE, with flight Squalls and drizzling Rain, 


From the Beginning to the 2oth October, the mention 
Winds were ſteady from SEbE, the Weather 8 5 
witly e Squalls and Rain. 721 AB 5 

8 Jͥͥͤĩã OSS ans, | Sailed 


F 


— 
— 


5 This happened on or about the goth May I 786. 2 


8 che 1 of the 9 Import as my 9 te 186 
to examine the Outward Caaſt, but afte 


Ds CE). | 


. 


4 


i o TTL A 1g 24 ho DNN : 
againſt -a Current of ons: Knot P hour feng Wu. 


without gaining an Inch of Ground; 1 and the Wind and 


Sea increaſing, che oth 3 me a gain to put back it 
the an. Rs 


4 Jo . 5 RE 5 | AE 


*Oftober 2ſt The Wind veered wo the 8 al SW. 


34 


23d When I failed with the Vy per and Exper; inen, 
Jin a diſcretionary Order, from the Refident, to purkye 
the former Plan, = e ; or to o proceed on à mot 
ai Irs * OE 


My OF: 
t EYE 


+ * , Las 1h Ts 2 / 
ter nt Ie ern Hy x an gon yl i 


F 35 


— 


— 


4 0 P * ranging! cloſe along Midde and a Wands 


At 4 305 hauled our Wind 10 SE 
At Sunſet Zaſ [land and Eafi Point in one, N 612 W i 
South Extreme of DrzGo Garcia S 25. E. no Ground 35 faths 


l on to SE during the Night, founding _ half 
"i a very UE: e 


The ws 3 pe a PTE > 251 
6558 gan San, The 2 of the Is.axp from N 5 * 
85 L „ "TAL \ 


off ſhoar rot 4 miles, 


üg Airs, pretty ſteady, from SW; AM a N venue c urrent 
of 1 Knot P': hour, 


At Noon The Extremes of the IsLanD from 8 592 W 


„ 1 ore, if N . 5 or ſhoar 7 files, 
e no Ground 100 fathoms. 9 5 „ 
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1 N 1 b 
Ar Noon The Extremes of the IsLand fon Wag? N 
8 57. W off boar about 6 miles, 


The 25th, „ 15 
At Sunriſe The Extremes of the IsLanD from'S 582 W | 
10 N48. Wait. gor qmiles- 


— 228 
to 


Ordered Lieut. Ralph to examine along the Ea. G 
of the IsLAxp, as near as he could wich ſafety, and to 0 


at the Entrance of the HarBous, -to Join the Ver. 


PM Working round the Southern Extreme of DIEGO 
ARCIA, ſtanding in very clot without getting Ground 


with 40 fathoms. 
At Sunſet The Extremes of the LAND 1 N 319 30 E 
=: | 8 68. 30 Woff ſhoar about i 


i At Sunriſe the Extremes of the Is LAND bore fron 26% E 3555 
- | e 64 06:7 — 4 lng 
ee 25 7 ages ST 4 „ | | 5 

a Weſterly Current, during the Night, of. 1 Knot zy hour. 
1 N . | "A 1 . 7 
LE. : : | A M 


„ 

AM Examining the Waſtern ca of che Ist. Ax, by 
inverſing down, which will appear in the | Draught 
1 generally ſtood within half a Cables length of the Surf, 
and had no Ground, except in one Place, 46 Fathoms Coral, 
about a Cables Length from the Breakers, and about 3 


Miles to the SE of Wit Point; 1 TRIER again "ous 
5 ente, but could 8 85 no e : 


The Trad & che Wale 1 100 1 laid Youu Fl 
Lieut, Ralph's Report, where he had \foundings, I 2 fathorns coral, 
he judged himſelf to be a quarter of a mile diſtant from the 
Breakers. Caſting an Eye upon the Draught, obſerving the 
Track, and reeollecting that a conſtant good look out was 
Hh 1 0 from the Maſt head in the Day, and the Deep-ſea Lead 
g every half hour, both Night and Day, 1 think ijt 
5 may * admitted that there are 15 dangers, which we could 
| have paſſed, without either ſeeing, or ſounding on them; 
TI conſequently conclude there are none, immediately con · 

nected -with the land, if any are diſcoyered, at a 
Aiſtance, they ſhall appear in a more General Draught ; 
It may alſo be concluded, that no Veſſel can 43 on the 
outward Coaft of DitEGo Gancra, except oppoſite to the 
HARBOUR ; and even there, too cloſe to che Shoar ta 
juſtify ſuch | a meaſure, unleſs urged by necęſſity; ; for, 
though it is perfectly fafe while the Wind remains at 
SE, having experienced Inſtances of it veering as far as 
NW, during the SE Monſoon, the Danger certainly exiſts, 
5 and ought to be avoided. | 


8E i ng. of. 1 , 
and September, as: c ee is. a d, a8 Tho 


1 . 1 "4 {Bp p 5 ” 5 E 
4 f #- ; 5 : 
: 1 J f 8 ; £ WG 1 ; N F 


_ vs "Ti 4 ” | 
" $E Winds | blow: very ſtrong, - Wich hard 8 ek | 
rain and heavy cloudy Weather./. 1 would recommend 
to keep in the Parallel of 72 1 8% South, to make the 
IsLAvp, and to make an pe a for a. NM, Current, 
which probably may ſet on an average 16 Miles # Day, 
and if tolerable Obſervations ate made, there will be no fear 
| of miſting Ir, in the moſt hazey Weather; nor do I think. 
there is danger in running, during the day, even in thick 
Weather, as the ſhoar is ſo bold; Great Caution would 
be requiſite. in, the night, particularly if near the ISL. Ax D/ 
to have the Veſſel under ſuch a Sail, that ſhe. might bo 
hauled by the Wind inſtantly to SW -* on ſeeing the Land, 
when it would be. requiſite to ply. to x Windward till the 
Morning, to avoid falling to Leeward by the. Current, and 8 
at daylight to ſtand boldly in, bordering cloſe to Eaſe 
and Middle Iſlands, and rounding | the Spit, chat extends 8 
a Mie to the We A of the latter, as cloſe as conſiſtent 
Vith fafety, to fetch the higher up the Haxzous. An 
Officer at. the Maſthead to look out, is preferable to any 
Directions that can be given. Working up, Care muſt 
be taken, not to ſtand, further to Ie ward, than to bring 
Weſt Ifland N orth, to avoid the. Shoals in the Bight ; nor too 
much to Eaftward, to avoid thoſe extending to Southavard. 
of Middle Iſland. The Weſt Side of the Bay is beſt. for 43, 
unleſs a Ship can fetch ſo high as to _ the Laff Side 
a Weather Shoar. Next to Lunar Obſervations, The Variation 
is the beſt Guide for correcting the Reckoning 1 in this Run; 
At prefent the Variation is 2? Weſt, And Arcreafes about. : 


19 for 35 of h to ee 
Azcmnary Bi. ain. 


— — — 1 * Mos 1 IR es 


| I "So in the res bn 7 is FIN the $hoar, and: * 
NE ig the propet board to haul upon, with 4 SE wind, on * land ir 
the Night, but not to- ſtand far off on that Tack. | A 


Se * Northwerd, in the auen but obviouſly a miſtake, _ 2 


"$ * 


- * * 
Ah LEES IR 8 1 1 


| Next 


- 


Next to follow are Lieutenant. Blair's . 
RxMakks relating to a Survey” © 
of the 5 


CHacos, ARCHIPELAGO. a 


N ovemie - tb 7 ue * filled our + er; al : 
received a fu Ms of proviſions, weighed- and ſtood down 
the HaxBourt of Diz6o Garcia to proceed on a Survey 
of the Adjacent Iſlands; a- hard ſquall obliged me to 
+ amongſt the Shoals ; when it ſubſided, I: ſtood below 
them, and 4D; as I wiſhed to aſcertain, with as much 

. preciſion as poſſible, the relative ſituation of che Six ame, 
from Diz6o Gant VVV 155 
x deferred Gilg al hs 0 he 2 in Wel e 85 
that I might ſee Dixeo Garcia: at Sunriſe, when I 
ſhould be able to judge of the Effects of the Current, . 
mr have "RI to ferch the x IsLanps, : 


The Wind was deady PAL NE to * 3 5 

and as I ſaw DIEGO Garcia until 6*, zon. AM, when 

_ I was very particular in ſetting Ir which <convinced me 
there was /ittle or 'no Current, and made the Six Isr. ANDS 
at 2% 157. PM, when Taos were alſo ſet, their ſituation - 

muſt be very perfect, when corrected by good Meridian 
| Obſervations; As the Error, if any, muſt lay in the 
intermediate diſtance, which was run from ſeein 8 the. former 5 

until. I made A I 
. 8 3 


- — 


* 
* 
4 
- 
5 
* » þ 4 
Wot 


about 5 Mile, which I found at daylight to extend 


| Reefs: with Bn 


Ae 


as fituation * , in che wo 1 


# 
10 * 
* e 
F * 80 1 
T 4 
. \ 3 „ 4 


As it appeared to me e moſt | matbrial- jet to 
aſcertain the fituation of all the lande firſt, I PREY 57 


avoided the *. for future e 


Tux Six Is: Amps are wg very tow, E with 


; wood, three only abound with Cocanut Trees, they are 


— 


connected by Shoals, which appear fordable, four extend 
in a direction to WNW the. other two tend to NE; 

akers, connected with the 74vo extreme 
Lands, an appearance of a ſmall Harbour, on the 
NE ide af them; I examined it, and found it difficult 


of acceſs, and dngrrow 9 e from Be anumber and 


. of 11 > wy 
The Tk any: 8 N 55² W of 8 diſtant 
68 Miles. There is no fafe Anchorage near them, the 
Soundings extending ſo little without the Breakers; to SW 
* enen Bank. ee ent * a e : 


N e 1 2th at — 


The Extremes of the ur Tetawos both fron 8432 30 W | 7 
ee 5 
weider Dag ae e about 5 leagues 


At 8 45 ona Ban in 30 San. in order to aſcertain 


At 9 was i driven. of 7 0 4 r a0 it was with 


ay the 2 was recovered, 


At dawn o ay ſaw e beg 8 NE, diſtant 


from 


we 


1 
| rom n Than, which is 16 miles Uk from 


the Six [ſands bearing NNW, 7 is covered with thick 
Wood, and a few Coconut Tbs ke the Centre ; 'when 


abreaſt of this laft, ſaw Eagle Iſlands which bear from it 
Naß? E, diftant 11 miles, The Southernmoft is an in- 
| conſiderable Spot, covered with F ungle ; The other is 


two miles in extent, covered with Coconut Trees, and 
others common to theſe Iſlands, no Soundings, except 


very cloſe in, on the Jef Side, but to Eaftward, 


where IT ſent Lieutenant . Ra/ph to examine, he had 9 
or 10 fathoms, à mile to Eaffward of the fmall and, 


5 Where he faw a Ships Buoy riding; a ſtrong Eafterly 


_ Current ited: lim from a. all 1 ae. 


m Eagle Wand au- The Three Brothers beiriny 9 
NB diſtant 13 miles. They are ſmall,” wo abounding 
with Coconut Trees, and are connected by Shoals, and 
2 Fourth Inland, which cannot be ſeen upleſs Key, cloſe 
in, W put 2 5 Buſhes on it. 


November I . firtching e to Nene b to make 
Peros Banbos. At 30% PM ſounded on a C oral Bank 
53 fathoms ; immediately tacked and 9 the . 


0 TORE mm, and 8 | 1 


At 8 PM el z, 5 Shs; 8 no Grows 110. At 80 30" 
made the Signal to ſpeak with the Experiment, Lieute- 


nant Ralph informed me, he had ſtood acroſs the Bank into 
45 fathoms. „ ; 
November 


« © * n , 
4 — 8 a ** . N 3 


2 


N 252 W in MS but the Chart Mews k ſhould be Nat, 2 
* - FO ORG rely a miſtake, 2D 


F 


176 * 


. 16th at 5 30 The Brothers 8 129 30 E 
Ant about 2 e. aa n Bale, 
Nr e AO ROY | 


S x At 1 30” AM The Trans: $18 w. ROT Gas 
| Shoal we ſounded PAN Mac diſtant about : N 
Lat. Obſerved * 55 * ; 


Lk Pl 30” ſounded as 3 3 * Coral, a 
| ſhoaled gradually to 5 fathoms, which Depth we had 
for one Mile; deepen'd to 20 Sand, and ſhoaled again 
to 37, which we had for + a mile, then deepened to 55 
and next Caſt, no Ground 70 fathoms. All thoſe Banks 
are extremely ſteep on the Edges, and a flat on the 
e  ſhoaleſt part; when croſſing this Bank it extended NWbW 
- 1270000 ͤ ͤ Iran 
„ oe ͤð§[y•“«„ Ether Ke 


At Sunriſe the 1 oth made 3 Les 0s NN E 

about 5 Leagues. I am well fatisfied that the Survey, from 1” 

DixGO Garcia to the above Shoal, is ſufficiently correct; | 
£ Oo but there is a probability of an Error of 4 or 5 miles 
5 . e in the diſtance between i: and Peros Banbos; as the 

ES Wind was very baffling, from the time the Viper quitted 
the Shoal until daylight, when Peros Banbos Was 9 . 
n NNE, diſtant 5 leagues. 
5 Noon'T The Extreme of Pero Banbor from 'N 422 W 


Eo” „ N 12. 3 G E 
A ſmall Ifland which aa detached , N 42. E _ 
diſtant from the neareſt Iſland about 3 miles. 


5 V — Surveying the SW Chain of Ihands, of Peros 
Babes Wy running baſes with the Yell; the Angles 
were 


4% ). 


| wete obtained by ſetting one Extreme very cdnoctly by 
an Azimuth Compaſs. "Thoſe ſubtending the Iſlands were 
taken with an improved Sextant for the back Obſervations, 
counting from the Extreme which was ſet by the Compaſs; 
A bn or third Baſe, I made uſe of, to prove or correct 
the Work, and this has been my invariable method where 


2 Baſe on Shoar could not be had; the long diſtances 
between the Iſlands were aſcertained, generally, by their . 


Kaan from each other, e by the Latitude. 


1 8 P M — to, * « a. Chanel, which appears 


navigable, 


-Norkober 1 7th e r to 9 A M examining the 


ob Channel, leaſt water, ſtanding through it, 13 fathoms 


within, the reſt of the day ſurveying the NW Chain, 
which extends, about 7 miles NbW, and then trends to 


N E for 3 miles (when there is a Channel) it conſiſts of 
7 Iſlands and ſeveral dry ſands, connected by very fp 


wat, and bears the PEI of WTI one * HOG. 


Wdpender 1 sch, ann g the Northern Chain, 1 en 


ſiſts of 8 [ſands and ſeveral dry Sands and Rocks ; either 
ſide of the 7th Landi is a Navigable Channel, Ti hat to che 
Eaſ I examined, 10 fathoms was the leaſt Water, but 

avithin, where I expected to have found good 45, it was 
full of dangerous Shoals ; From the 8th Hand, which 


forms the NE Angle, ſeveral dry ſands and Breakers 


extend South 4 miles, Where there appears to be a 


'£ hannel, between the above and an Iſland to Southward, 


That which I called Detached Tfland, is two” miles South 


— — 2» — 


— 


: Noth in the M8, Y 


7 o 
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; eh. 
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N 1 E, EY ſcems to FP et: by. very ſhoal water, 


I looked out in vain for Les Iſles Bourd# and Sol;min 3 where 
Keen. are laid _ in a French 8 wn TX 


At Sun er, RY on hy Iland next to That which Hed 
0 FO the NE Angle, and obſerved an Eclipſe 27 Jupiter = 
f 2d Satellite, which made 729 03.30”. Eaſt. 


N vibe Ys Working towards a NIN of Wands 755 
ʒß, TEES to Eaſtward, which T ſet from the NE Iſlands of Peros 
5 hn | : Banbos ; ; from which the Center of e e Clufter bore 
8 5 B rde 8, * diſtant 17 _— 


_ a working round the Southern Side TR - 
= : „%%% ü where they are . Fo rocks. and W with W 
| 10 l 1 alt, Nandiog and the Daft , 3 8 
they are alſo joined; to NW found a Channel, and within, 


there was an appearance of a good Harbour ; | hoiſted out 
| the Boat, and ſent her. ahead to ſound, | 


At 1 * 30” Hood over the Bar, which 758 150 he 
Entrance, the leaſt water 'we had was 3 fathoms: Hen 
over, regular ſoundings, from 10 to 18 fathoms, Coral and 
ſeme ſpots of fand. Working up, paſſed ſeveral Hoals, 
or which there ſeemed to be but little water. F 


At 1% 30” PM + with the ſtream in 13 kathoms 
ſandy clay, near the SE and. The Tate bearin 8 5 
_ . about 2 NNE - 


4*. 


3 4 * * 5 : 37 25 Fo ** ; 
i K J ; x 6 * : - a , 7 
1 Em 18 ©. AL" 5 5 4 r 
TY 5 = * ; * * Ke 1 A - — AC a 
5 . « -- N : p Thad 4 A <a 


5 TX w 152 8, in the Origina oo or B18 8. 2 


1 2 * 7 $7 1 


It is probable This Clufter of land este 


called by different Ships which 8 made them, Les 
Jes Bourdè and Les Iſles Solimin; and it is evident they 

are the ſame Iſlands which Capt. Neal made in the* Succeſs 
Grab. The innumerable Cligſter he mentions to have ſeen 
to Weſtward * muſt have been Perus Banhos: he fays the 


Harbour is open to SW winds, but this a appears to have 


been a miſtake z for by his Bearings at Noch, when he 
diſpatched his Boat ta found The Harbour, he was 


within half a mile of the North fide of the Clufter; and 
as ſhe returned at ane, it was impoſſible ſhe could have 


gone round to the SW, and ſounded the Harbour in ſo 
OA e ee e Se ee 


25 the Entrance 1 is in chat Ts: | 


Nan Wadde 40 to 9 we were ren 


 wooding and watering; The Well was dug 5 feet deep, 


about 30 fathoms from high water mark, and in a Copa 


of Caconut Trees, on SE Ifland; the water was perfectly 


clear, well taſted, and in abundance ; we caught 20 Turtle, 5 
2 large Seals, and Fiſh enough, both for preſent Conſump- 


tion, and falting ; but they are not fo plenty as at Diego 
Garde; 7 probably from . W of Seals. 


The 25th ſent hs pes on Shoar, boiſtedd the 


| Engl 4 RO and faluted it with F vollies of Muſquetry, 


on 


77 5 EXE . R 5 . — 


This is a OR The Bourds i are Es what Lieut. Blair/ 


names Peros Banhss ; The Solomon Nands were ſeen in the ſame Veſſel and are 
undoubtedly %, . M® \ | „„ i 


bs che Swift not. the Succeſie.. CY | 
Do Eaſfitward in the Original, obviouſly a miſtake. 2 


— 
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were e _ 


4 


© a UL 


on 8 i. of this cio, by the n name. " of Greener ; 


 Boddam's . 2 1 


1. a 5 my be FREE WE ths Sol and pro- 5 
0 Theſe may be ſuppoſed much older than any 


we have viſited; The Soil is tolerable, and much deeper 


i at Diego Garcia, or Peros Banbos, conſequently the 


trees take much deeper root, and grow to a greater ſize: 
one ſort, peculiar to theſe Iſlands, which appears to be 


very good timber, grows the height of 130 feet; many 
very firaight ; 3 ſome four feet diameter, and 40 feet from 
the Ground to the Branches; the young timber is white,, 
but the ald decayed trees are of a deep Chocolate Colour 
and the timber perfectly found ; The Harbour. is very 


2 but the Bar at the Entrance, on which there is 


not more than 4 fathoms at high water, Spring Tides, 
e it impoſſible for large Ships to enter; there are a 
aumber of Sane within, which may be eafily avoided, by 
keeping a good. look out, from the maſthead, as the 


clearneſs of the water makes them eaſily diſtinguiſhed 5 
I. did not ſee one rat on any ef the ſands; with which 


vermin Theſe in the neighbourhood are much infeſted, nor 
do I recollect to have ſeen In/e&s, or Reptiles, of any kind 


Beſides the ſea fow! common to the adjacent Iſlands, there 
is one fort, which ſeems peculiar to this Cluſten. They 
burrow in the Ground, and make a noiſe mote diſagreeable 


than a Fackall ; \Q urleww, and ſmall Plover, are in great 
abundance, of the ana we thot- a pron: under Which 


2 x l : * 2 
— g Wok * ; : 6 * 0 
; / * 6 8 : 2 + 
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: wy 8 3 te 4 8 1 
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? I have appropriated this name to the Harbour and not to the IAaand. & 


Cw) 


The Productions which might turn to Account ts, 


The Timber, Which I have mentioned, Coconuts and 


PREG, 


Tortoiſe ſhell; of the if, bur a fall quantity could be 


2 


At 10 AM Saled out of The Mode, with, hs 


Intention, of proving. whether Ad) and Candy do exist 
where chey are laid down in the Charts; and to return 


by way of Speakers Bank, Vipers Bank, and the Shoals. 


between the SIX ISLANDS and Draco GARCIA. 


| At Noon being withour The Harbour,” baaled o the 
Wind to NE. | n 


At 45 PM Diſcovered Ph the Maſthead Three Sandy 
Handi, where I expected to have ſeen Breakers. ; : ” 7 
Dd © Sund They bore . | 88K diſtant About 3 e 9 
Governor Boddam's Iſlands vers. 152 e „ 
N 8 26th, yo Ave ig not being i in fi ght of che 
Sandy Iſlands, which I expected, ſtood to Southward, in 
order to make them, and examine chem more particularly; 3 


but light unſteady winds, and an . Current, 
fruſtrated my intention. 1 4 1 - | 


| November 27th, Light Airs, . from. 8 to 88. 
ſtanding g to Eaſtward, the Current generally ſetting 1 
Lat. O 47 5 59 'S, Long, from Diego Garcia, 17 290 Eaſt. 


© Noveinter 28th, 54 ght 1 variable Fo SEUS to 


Ebs, working to Eaſtward; At Noon Lat, ©. 5 5. 8. 
Err from Diego Garcia, 0? 4 45 E. 


| November. 
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| November 29th, Light Airs, varying fa Ebs to 8. 
and latterly to W, Current fetting WNW; working 
Eaſtward; at Noon Lat. O. 55'S, Long. 0? 4 Raid, 


November 2oth, A moderate breeze, generally from 
+ 2 ſtanding Eaſterward; Lat. O. 58 31“ 8, Long. fora 


Diego Garcia 20 * Vari 10n A. M. 12 240 W. 


. iſt, Tight Breezes, generally fond SE, with 


Mlight Squalls and rain, and calm interyals, with a con- 


fuſed Swell ; At Noon Lat. O. 55 23 8, Long. from 


| Diego Garcia, 25 28 E. r . Medium of three 


Obſervations of the » and + Aldebaran, and 3 of the 
5 * N N 74 54 E, N PM 0 42. W. 


ry 


ae 2 2d, | Moderate „ 1 in he FR ES the, 
SE quarter, Variable and ſqually in the night, with a 
confuſed” Swell; very fete. birds about the Veſſel. P * 
Variation 0? 265 W. At 8 De . Medium of Six good 


Obſervations, Three of the ) and + a Pegzſi, and Three 


of * the [4 and Aldebaran 1 1 as it was oP. 


e 


. $68; | 5 


* 


December za, At 1 AM 1 eg 45 1 dure E 
diſt. 8 miles; ; but, correcting from the Obſerrations of 


may be depended an. 5 


yeſterday, we were 6 Leagues to Faſtward of it: The 


Variation alſo ſerves to corroborate theſe proofs, and 
induee me to abide by my former Opinion, that Governor 
Boddam's ande, are, what have been called Ady. As 
the wind at this time veered | to Eaſtward, 1 tacked, and. 
NO to South ward, in 01 ons o run down part of our 


3 : 


* x a 
- 1 ' I « 
4 * te 
— — — — 
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A Og 


1 to the 88 E, and there is zo /ach Naud, Vet Sound, to the 88K of the 
Eleven ee 42 


"*S 


; 15 "© 25 ) „ oj 

Weſting in the Parallel of Candy. At Noon Lat. by an 
indifferent Obſervation 5? 508, when Candy, bare, > by 
reckoning, 'EbS, diſt. 5 Leagues: Correcting from the 
Obſervation of the zd, we were 5 3 Eaſtward of 


It, kept nearly in the Parallel of 5? 50“ S until the 1 
at . uy” we had Sh 79 ' miles e 


e 8 Baffling b it eln pather 
and heavy rains, no Obſervation, Lat: #* W 18 19 fo 
bes From: n Diego Gar, 12 28 os poo e 

Abe ider 6th; Genen ncht winds from! NW. W > 
qquatty, with calm Intervals, found a Current ſetting ESE 
4 fathoms i” hour. PM Squally with a confuſed Swell; 
Current E, 1 Knot 4g hour. At Noon Lat. an in- 
different Obſervation 6? 19' S. Lat. # Account 5? 38'S, 
Long. from Diego Garcia, 1208'E.. Ar 10 P M Jupiter's 
Meridian Altitude, Lat. 65 30 8. On which 1. N moro 
e than ay Meric mh an Obſervation of the 


5 F 7 


1#. 


> Hhodaides, nb Wind Rugs NN E 3 NW, 0 
thick cloudy ſqually weather, and a ns Well. 0 : 
» OY the fails and rigging 0 N 


2 1 3 * 4 
2 3 * 4 0 . : WP. . . + 
a * 1 y 

7 


? Wigs : 
£4 1 1 4 22 
= 
* 5 s 4 


The 1 1 4 beg 1 at NW., a Gin "= 


Sieg Eaſterly, make it impoſſible to Survey the Speaker? $ 
Bank, &c. which was my Intention; but in ſuch ſqually 
bad weather, when tolerable Obſervations could not be 
expected, an attempt would not only be fruitleſs, but 
attended with Danger; Tbus circumſtanced;. I reſolved 
to make for Diego Garcia; the En ans aging! carried 

| „ _ away 


; 0 e $a 5 85 
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8 Shad k | * 5 | | 
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; 5 4 72 | ü J | 
" ” 7 1 
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Weather dark and eloudy throughout, working to wit 
| 5 ; Ward. At 3* 45" A M Lat. O. V Meridian Altitude, 
w 
= 
* Noon; Fa 1 e we were 15 or 20 80 gues 
curther to Eaſtwrard, by bega which 1 Thins obſerved 
ty: ak Nan. At 4 AN e A . . 
Altitude 7 568. AM a great number 
0 7 \ 
- h. % 
: P * * : : f 
2 ö 5 | X v | e 7 
; ” 4 ; . in , 
0 7 : : | % | 
4 * ; » 4 1 * 1 9 : 


| of Didi ous, which 1 make me eue we are not far 


December 1 Ith, Wind "I N to NW, =? cloudy 
ſqually weather,. by which the Sails and Rigging have 
ſoffered much. A M Variation Amplitude 22 01 W. 


At Noon no Obſervation,. Lat. A..7? 7 8, Long: from 
1 Carre 0 12 W 


December 5%" The feſt” 25 a modirue Breeze "OY 

N W; The middle and latter light Airs and variable. 

At $1" 40 AM F Medium of three Obſervations of 
tte » and +. Regulus, and three of » and + Spica 
* 52 307 E. At Sun Riſe Diego Garcia bore ws, diſt. 
about 5 leagues. AM working towards the HARBOVR. 

At 3:PM g abreaſt of Hag- a Point, It appears by: 
the Correction of the gth and the Longitude made working 
to the Nandi, that we have Bren ſet 108 miles to Eaftward, 


ſince quitting. Governor Boddamt's Nandi, W > 1 | 1 
what Has been allowed for Currents. „„ „ 5 | 23 


a 


. 14th, hk gt Breezes, PET'S from S to NE, 
with flying ſqualls and rain ; Employed repairing the Sails 
and Riggin „ collecting Fire-wood and filling our Water. 


December 1 a: aud 16, ghtB Breezes from x SE, and 
clear weather. n | 


„ December 17th, ; 1 Breezes, „ from 

5 WN W, and fair weather; Received on board two Months 

Proviſions of every ſort, except Bread, which cannot be 
got ready before the 27th. 


hb 


3 8 25 


* 26 . 


December 18 th, Moderate Breezes, variable from Wis, 
. fair weather; As chere was no Spar at Diego Garcia 
to make the Experiment a Main-Boom, it became . 
to convert her i into a Land. WE 1 5 


Das 100 to 224, light Brakes; barteble From | 
8 to SW and 1 N akorin 8 the era 5 
ns” Cc, Ls ; 

 Decambe? 2 3d and 24th, Sd” — from * 
5 NW quarter, ſometimes varyin ; to the LOL aud NNW, 
with fair weather. 8585 6 n 


ww "6 PM. 2 ich . a very bright. . 1 
Meteor, it firſt appeared about $0? high in the NW 
quarter, and deſcended in that Direction until about 
30 high, when it diſappeared, it was viſible for about 
5 Seconds, and gave a light much ſuperior to the Moon, 
and appeared 1225 A garter of her WR 5 


December 2 4h D* wind 2 weather: At 5 PM 5 
Su anchored within che Iſlands. I - 


December a De wind 1 and 1 AM ares 
here the Drake and Morning Star from Bombay, to 
_ toithdraw the Eſtabliſhment : beth Veſſels ſaw the 5 
Meteor, and were at that time 20 leagues to Weſtward of 
the Iſlands, and 1 it MT Ss to fall to We efrvard of both 
Vente e - 
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RAO IsLands "I 
In Aber to a requiſition to 70h 
of Diego Garcia, to be perm 
neceſſary route, to aſc; 
which was w H 
conſented,” provided it 
| | g the quota of troops in- 
1 Shoals, made fail and 
Weſt. of Peros Banbos and pg js e . — of the 
Speaker's Bank, _ _ ſtood to. t the Eaſtward ; a Detail * "ot 
„ IEES 5 ns: „ J 1 . ee 
— ? T — TN agen Fe 4 e — 5 2 
: Weſt, foi in Or. but! it  obrioully ſhould 1 SW; „ 
* % 5 | ; | 
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hs ahve n ade the neceſſary Charts, and ſhall 
be delivered to the Honorable Board, as ſoon as I can 


finiſh them.” This, and a former Survey, will make a Char. 
of the Citacos AnchEEL AGO tolerably compleat, and 
mark the extent of the Dangers, ſo that * may be 


avoided. By the names of Baſſas de Cha gg: Ady, Candy, &c. 


ee e 


It has been long the dread of Ships going the Southern | 


Paſſage: atid the deſtruction of ſome: This, 
meaſure; has been owing, to che uncertainty of th. 
Situation, and want of knowledge, or inattention to the 


effects, of the NV Currents, which:are conſtant attendants 


of the ſettled SE winds! in : thoſe; ſeas; my Remarks: and 


' Obſervations, ſhall; be as explicit as L can, in every; thing 
which will be condueive to che ſafety of Ships frequenting 


thoſe Seas, ed .putcylaly fas. wk Ls *. e 
Fuſes in 0 SW e 


he eats Bank: An . | 


3 . : 7 3 98 8 5 a : = 
* LY n v 4 Ws we * PREY ; Wart; 5 *. 4 


Mag 51 8: 5 en Eaſt of 
g in Lat. A. 28's, I bore 
with an intention to run in thi parallel, for 
4 or 5 PARA to explore for Ady, to corroborate the 


rs. 


proof, I have already had, that neither In, nor Candy exiſt, | 
where they have been 7 down in the Charis; but on 


the, 1 at by; a Food nar dg I found we had been ſet 
*C wer, ande a8 ve were 


5 © 1 have formed into One Cri Thek: to and 7 bat — Lieut. Blair's s 
Track reand Dee, EE , 3 5 3 _—_— 5 e 1 


4 wok 
& FSG A e 


* 25 1 


» I am ignorant whether Lieut. Blair! en ert, are. to Hive an any aber 
F than what follow; perhaps he refers to his Jon, | not come 0 
England. - 2 | * 


= ' = 
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rw 


155 i 4 RE 


at Abbe time 247 hs to the Eaſtprard of the Speaker's 


Bank, I judged that it would. have been improper, with 


101368" 


Jo many men on board, to have attempted to hive re gained 


the Latitude of Ady; having no more than a ſufficiency 


of Water for the Paſſage I therefore. reſolyed to W 
ö 85 1 of LO "my for COR 


2 } a 12 1 


. { the Speaker's s FRY to a Lek 4 835 Ba, 5 


5 and Lat. 25 5 8, we were 9 days, the Wind was generally 


from W to NW, but very variable and eloudy, ſqually 5 
ich rain; ſome days no Obſervations, 

and ſeldom good ones. From thence to the Eguinoctial 
Line, which we croſſed in Longitude: 8 52:39', E. {We | 
Ming light Winds from the Northward, ſametimes 

a as far as NW and NE, with frequent hard 

ſqualls, and heavy rain. From the Equinaftigl Line we 


weather, with m 


had light breezes, generally from NE, ſometimes varyin g 


te North, which made it extremely tedious to gain 
Nortbing, without going too far to the Weſtward, until 


we got to 4? N Lat. which was on the iſt of February, 


when the Wind veered to NW. By ſeveral good Ob- 
ſervations of 4 and G, The Variation, and my Watch 
n g very faſt, I was convinced we had been ſet above 


2? to the Weflward, fince the 29th. of January when 


the Reckoning and ' Obſervations agreed pretty near; 


I therefore ſteered more Northerly, and made the Land 
5 the 2d February in the Evening, between Donderbead 
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